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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of distributing files between computing devices 
of at least one group of computing devices including the steps of automatically performing 
a file reconciliation routine m r e spons e to th e n e tworking of at le ast two of sa i d computing 
d e v i c e s in the same - n e twork in response to the networking of at least two of said 
computing devices in the same network being performed, and then periodically, 
automatically performing a file reconciliation routine of said at least two of said computing 
devices while said at least two of said computing devices are networked to each other in 
the same network. 

2. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 , including the step of 
controlling at least one of said computing devices to transmit file reconciliation data 
periodically irrespective of its or their connectivity to other computing devices. 

3. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein said computing 
devices include at least one shared files directory, and further including automatically 
storing shared files in the at least one shared files directory. 

4. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 3, wherein the at least one 

2 



aOTnPAGEjMj'jCyD AT 2/27/2008 3:00:33 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6)26 * DNIS:2738300 • CSID:7035185499 • DURATION lmm-ss>:03-30 



02/27/2008 WED 15:01 FAX 7035185499 - PTO Central fax 0005/013 

► 

Application No.; 10/620,772 Docket No.: 500110526-02US (1509^28) 

shared files directory is directly accessible by software applications stored in the 
computing devices and further including directly accessing the at least one shared files 
directory of the software applications stored in the computing devices. 

5. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 , including the step of 
distributing all shared files amongst all oomputor o computina devices networked together. 

6. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein all distributed 
files can be read from and written to in any of said computing devices and further including 
reading from and writing to all distributed files in any of said computing devices. 

7 - (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 , including the steps of 
issuin 9 file data to all computor o computinq devices that are connected to each other within 
the group without specifying the computoro computinq devices in the group to which the 
issued file data are issued. 

8 - (Currently amended) A method of distributing files between computing devices 
of at least one group of computing devices that are connected to each other in a network, 
the method including the steps of issuing file data to all compute ro computing devices 
within the group without specifying the computer s- computing devices in the group to which 
the file issue data are issued and receiving file data from all computers computing devices 
within the group without specifying the comput o rc computing devices in the group that are 
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receiving the received file data. 

9. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 8, including the step of 
accepting a computer as a computer of said at least one group on the basis of group 
identification data specific to the group or specific to the device. 

10. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 8, including the step of 
transmitting a journal of file history for each shared file from one computer into the 
network. 

11. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 10, including the step of 
one of the computing devices transmitting a request for only file versions not stored 
therein. 

12. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 10, wherein a file journal 
includes a code indicative of the contents of each file version in the journal; and further 
including transmitting the code without transmitting the entire journal. 

13. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 8, including the step of 
dividing files into a plurality of portions for data transfer. 

14. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 13, wherein each file 
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portion includes a contents code, the method including the step of transmitting only those 
file portions which have been modified. . 

1 5. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 3, including the step of 
providing in each computing device an accessible list of file portions stored therein and the 
step of determining whether a required file portion is stored therein from the list of 
accessible file portions. 

16. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 8, including the step of 
storing file versions in a format in which they can be read from and written to. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) A distributed file system for distributing files between 
computing devices of at least one group of computing devices that are connected to each 
other in a network, the system including a transmission unit operable to issue file data to 
a " oomputofs computinq devices within the group without specifying the 
computorocomputina devices in the group to which the issue file data are issued, and a 
receiving unit operable to receive file data from all eemetrte recomputino devices within the 
group without specifying the oomput o ro computina devices in the group that are receiving 
the received file data. 
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19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently amended) A memory or machine readable medium carry ing a 
program for causing a computer arrangem e nt to distribute software application for 
efetffeutir^-files stored on or in a memory device, which memoiy^mediumjte 
operated on the computer arrangement causes, th* rnmpntor a ^ rmPn t ^ nftwnrn 
a p plication io op o rab l o to perform the method according to claim 1 . 

21 < Prev 'OUsry presented) A method according to claim 1 , including the step of 
transmitting a journal of file history for each shared file from one computer to the network. 

22. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 , including the step of 
dividing files Into a plurality of portions for data transfer. 

23. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 , including the step of 
storing file versions in a format in which they can be read from and written to. 

24. (Previously presented) A software application for distributing files stored on or 
in a memory device, which software application is operable to perform the method 
according to claim 8. 

25. (Previously presented) A computer network including a distributed file system 

6 

KSg^PAGE 8/13 * RCVD AT 2^27/2008 3:00:33 PM [Eastern Standard Timer SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 ' DNIS:2 738300 • CSID:703S18M99 • DURATION (m m-SS):03-30„„ 



02/27/2008 WED 15:02 FAX 7035185499 -- — PTO Central fax 0009/013 

Application No,: 10/620,772 Docket No.: 500110526-02US (150SM28) 

according to claim 18. 

26. (Previously presented) A computer network including a distributed file system 
operable by a method of distributing files according to claim 1 . 

27. (Previously presented) A computer network including a distributed file system 
operable by a method of distributing files according to claim 8. 
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